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CIDD Director of Research Dr. Gabriel Dichter receives the 2017 Junior Faculty 

Mentor of the Year Award from the UNC Department of Psychiatry 

The UNC-Chapel Hill Department of Psychiatry awarded CIDD Director of 
Research Dr. Gabriel Dichter with the 2017 Junior Faculty Mentor of the Year 
Award.  This award was established by the department to recognize the 
commitment of faculty members to the career development specifically of 
junior faculty.   

Dr. Dichter’s commitment to junior faculty mentoring includes serving as 
primary mentor or co-mentor to a number of K-awardees in the Department of 
Psychiatry, including currently the KL2 award of Dr. Erin Walsh, UNC Assistant 
Professor of Psychiatry, who is studying linkages between inflammation and 
neural responses to rewards in anhedonic patients, and Dr. Crystal Schiller, 
UNC Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, who is studying the effects of estradiol 
on neural responses to rewards in perimenopausal depression.   

Dr. Dichter has also mentored many CIDD postdoctoral fellows who were 
supported by the CIDD T32-funded postdoctoral training program in 
neurodevelopmental disorders, including currently Dr. Jessica Kinard, who is 
learning methods to probe striatal dopaminergic responses to rewards in 
autism using simultaneous PET/MR, and previously Dr. John Richey, who is 
currently Associate Professor of Psychology at Virginia Tech.   

Dr. Dichter is also NC LEND faculty and is currently mentoring the research 
projects of LEND trainees Alissa Hopper (Department of Allied Health Sciences) 
and Dianna Padilla (MPH Graduate Student).  Finally, Dr. Dichter has been 
primary mentor to multiple clinical psychology, developmental psychology, and 
school psychology doctoral students, including currently Maya Mosner, who is 
studying the neural mechanisms of reward learning in autism, Rachel Greene, 
who is studying neural responses to acute intranasal oxytocin in autism, and 
Paul Cernasov, who is learning experimental therapeutic approaches to 
evaluating novel anhedonia treatments using high-field functional 
neuroimaging. 

 Dr. Bradley Gaynes (left), Professor of Psychiatry 
and Associate Chair of Research Training and 
Education, presents the 2017 Junior Faculty Mentor 
of the Year Award from the UNC Department of 
Psychiatry to Dr. Gabriel Dichter (right). 

Shoba Sreenath Meera, PhD, joined the CIDD in August 2017 on the coveted Fulbright-Nehru post-doctoral fellowship. Dr. 
Meera is a speech-language pathologist from Bangalore, India. She obtained a PhD for her work on pragmatic language abilities 
in the broad autism phenotype from the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS) in Bangalore. Her 
clinical and research interests include early detection and intervention in children with developmental disorders, co-morbidity in 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD), and understanding social communication difficulties in siblings of children with ASD.  

During her two-year stint here at CIDD, Dr. Meera will 
be mentored by Dr. Joe Piven. She will be studying 
language markers such as canonical babbling during 
infancy, and examining whether it can predict later 
diagnosis of autism and related language disorders in 
high-risk infants. “It is wonderful to have this 
opportunity to work with Meera,” says Piven.  “She 
and I have worked together for several years and have 
published together. We are thrilled that she is able to 
join our lab for the next two years.” 
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Pictured are members of the Piven Lab.  Standing left to 
right: Shannon Sweeny, Shoba Meera, Heather Hazlett, 
Heidi McNeilly, Rachel Smith, Michael Graves. Sitting left 
to right: Joe Piven, Leigh Anne Weisenfeld, Mark Shen, 
Meghan Swanson.  

 


